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INTRODUCTION

On 22 June 2025, we marked the ninetieth anniversary of birth of Academician 
Felix Petrovich Mitrofanov – a Full Member of the Russian Academy of Sciences, 
an Honoured Geologist of the Russian Federation, and a Laureate of the State Prize 
of the Russian Federation in Science and Technology. For many years he served 
as Director of the Geological Institute of the Kola Science Centre of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences.

This outstanding individual and eminent scholar left an indelible imprint  
on the history of the Institute and on the scientific life of the entire northern 
region. It was this legacy that inspired the idea of preparing a book in his memory.  
The initiative arose simultaneously in my mind – as Director of the Institute – and 
in that of his wife, Tamara Borisovna Bayanova. Together, we sought to realise this 
idea through our combined efforts.

It is both a privilege and a profound responsibility for me to work with my 
colleagues on this volume, for I had the honour of knowing Felix Petrovich personally. 
During his directorship I headed one of the laboratories, and was entrusted with  
the implementation of several research projects undertaken at his initiative and under 
his guidance. Together we also organised training of geologists at the Murmansk 
State Technical University. For this reason, within these pages I act not merely  
as an editor, but also as a co-author, sharing, alongside my colleagues, my personal 
reflections on certain episodes and undertakings described herein.

This book does not claim to be a comprehensive biographical account that 
would encompass every aspect of Felix Petrovich Mitrofanov’s life and professional 
activity. In the age of advanced information technologies, anyone may readily 
access factual material or reference data of interest. Our purpose has been different:  
to gather recollections of those who worked with Felix Petrovich, i. e., colleagues  
and friends who wished to share with the reader their memories of the most significant 
facets of his diverse and fruitful career, investing these pages with a part of their own 
spirit and their personal remembrance of him.

We wish to emphasise that what is presented here reflects our collective 
perception of events that took place some time ago, and our understanding of the 
role that Felix Petrovich Mitrofanov played in the life of the Institute and in the 
development of the Kola Region as a whole.

We hope that this book will be of interest to a wide readership. For those who 
have long worked at our Institute and in other divisions of the Kola Science Centre, 
it may serve as a reminder of some important events from the not-so-distant past.  
For the graduates of the Department of Geology and Mineral Resources of the Apatity 
Branch of the Murmansk State Technical University, it will bring back memories 
of the years when, as young school-leavers, they first embarked upon their path  
in geology. For those who regard Felix Petrovich as their teacher, the book may reveal 
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certain lesser-known details of his life. And for all readers – whatever their reasons 
for turning to these pages – it may offer an opportunity once again to remember this 
remarkable person and perhaps to perceive more fully the profound role he played  
in the development of geological science on the Kola Peninsula.

N. Е. Kozlov, Professor, Dr. Sci. (Geol.-mineral.) 
Director of GI KSС RAS
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FOREWORD

In 2025, the Geological Institute of the Federal Research Centre “Kola Science 
Centre of the Russian Academy of Sciences” hosted another Fersman Scientific 
Session, which on this occasion was dedicated to the ninetieth anniversary of birth 
of Academician Felix Petrovich Mitrofanov.

At the initiative of the present Director of the Geological Institute, Professor 
Nikolay Evgenievich Kozlov, as well as of T. V. Rundkvist and myself, I was invited 
to deliver a plenary lecture devoted to this notable event. I accepted the invitation 
with great enthusiasm, as my father, Valentin Andreevich Pripachkin, maintained 
exceptionally close professional – and indeed friendly – relations with Felix Petrovich. 
Throughout nearly the entire period of Mitrofanov’s directorship (1986–2008),  
my father served as his Deputy Director for Research.

The resulting presentation bore the title “Felix Petrovich Mitrofanov —  
a Distinguished Personality, a Successful Scientist, and a Gifted Organiser.” In that 
lecture, we endeavoured to highlight, as fully as possible, the most significant stages 
in Mitrofanov’s scientific career associated with his work at our Institute.

In discussing with Professor Kozlov the format of the present volume,  
we decided that it would be worthwhile to link recollections of different individuals 
concerning these periods with a coherent historical framework – in much the 
same way as it had been done in our presentation. As in that earlier work, the 
historical narrative has been constructed on the basis of materials drawn from two 
major scholarly monographs published by the Kola Science Centre Press in 2023:  
“The History of Kola Academic Science: The Formation of the Kola Science Centre 
of the Russian Academy of Sciences and Its First Scientific Institute (Geological 
Institute of KSC RAS)” and “The Kola PGE-bearing Province.”

However, this book mainly consists of personal recollections of Felix 
Petrovich’s family members, friends, and colleagues, reflecting their memories  
of his remarkable life, rich in meaningful work and discovery. These recollections 
vary in character: some are more intimate and emotional, others more scientific 
and professional in tone. Yet together they vividly reflect manifold facets of Felix 
Petrovich Mitrofanov’s personality – that of a good man, a reliable friend, an eminent 
scholar, and a brilliant organiser of science.

P. V. Pripachkin, Cand. Sci. (Geol.-mineral.)
Senior Researcher at GI KSC RAS, Associate Professor at MAU
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CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH (1935–1957)

“Felix Petrovich Mitrofanov was born on 22 June 1935 in the city of Chkalov 
(now Orenburg) into the family of office employees. After graduating in 1952 from 
Secondary School No. 13 in the city of Kuibyshev (now Samara), he entered the 
Faculty of Geology at Leningrad State University, from which he graduated with 
distinction in 1957”.

Such are the brief lines of his official biography. Yet both his childhood and 
youth were marked by deeply dramatic events that had a decisive influence on his 
later life. Soon after his birth, he was deprived of his closest family members – his 
parents, who fell victim to the repressions of the 1930s. But let us now give the floor 
to Felix Petrovich’s relatives.

***

Recollections of Cousin Valery Leonidovich Massover

Felix Petrovich’s father, Petr Vasilievich Mitrofanov, graduated in Moscow 
from the “Red Professorship” Institute (according to my parents’ recollections). 

Parents of Felix Petrovich Mitrofanov. 
From left to right: Nina Vasilievna Gnedina, sister Irina, and Petr Vasilievich Mitrofanov. 

Photograph taken circa 1933–1934
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Petr Vasilievich served as Secretary of the Orenburg Regional Committee 
of the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks). After the arrival in Orenburg  
for the plenary session of the Regional Committee of A. A. Zhdanov, Secretary  
of the Central Committee of the VKP(b), a real wave of repressions ensued. On his 
orders, the Bureau of the Orenburg Regional Committee was dissolved, and all its 
members, with the exception of Gorkin, were declared “hardened bandits and enemies  
of the people.” The same fate befell the secretaries Grishaev Petr Grigorievich, 
Mitrofanov Petr Vasilievich, and others. Of the 65 members of the plenary,  
31 were declared “enemies of the people.” Archival data from the Orenburg Regional 
KGB indicate that the repressions of 1937–1938 affected some 12 000 residents  
of Orenburg.

My parents held Petr Vasilievich in great affection. They knew him well  
and fondly referred to him as “our Petya.”

Felix Petrovich’s mother, Nina Vasilievna Gnedina, graduated from  
an industrial institute. She was the sister of my mother, Elizaveta Vasilievna Gnedina. 
When Petr Vasilievich was arrested, she was also taken into custody and pressured 
to sign a statement declaring him an enemy of the people. Hours of interrogation, 
however, yielded nothing, as she steadfastly refused to comply. Consequently, she 
was exiled to the Mordovian labour camps, where living conditions were extremely 
harsh. In 1945, after eight years in the camps, she was released under an amnesty 
and returned to Moscow in a severely weakened physical and psychological state.  
Her situation was further complicated by the absence of both a passport and housing. 
She was issued a certificate of release, which prevented her from finding employment. 
At this point, my father, Leonid Ilyich Massover, came to her aid. He had been sent 
from Samara to Central Asia to combat the Basmachi insurgents.

***

Recollections of a cousin Lilia Leonidovna Tamanova 

In 1946, my father, Leonid Ilyich Massover, held the position of Chief of the 
Regional Police Department in the city of Termez. Since Termez was a closed border 
city, he arranged accommodation for Nina Vasilievna at a nearby state farm, where 
she remained until he managed, at considerable personal risk, to secure her a passport. 
She was then able to return to Moscow, where her elder sister, Nadezhda Vasilievna, 
was living. 

Felix Petrovich often visited us, first in Termez and later in Tashkent, to which 
we moved in 1950. I have vivid memories of him during that time. Always energetic, 
cheerful, and exceptionally kind, he remained thus in my childhood recollections.  
He would go hunting and fishing with my father and brothers. His final visit  
to Central Asia was in 1957, when I had just completed school and was considering my 
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Felix with his aunt Maria Vasilievna Mitrofanova and cousin Vera, 1947

Vasiliy Lavrentievich Mitrofanov with his grandchildren (from left to right):  
Felix, Zoriy, and Vyacheslav. Kuibyshev, 1939




